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Abstract

The objective of this study was to prepare reli-
giosity scale based on commonalities of Abrahamic
religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) in order
to provide a instrument for intercultural studies. Six
studies were conducted: 1) extraction of 47 common-
alities of the religions; 2) prepration of an item pool
with 225 items according to Khodayari et al.'s (2009)
three-dimensional conceptual modeling; 3) prelimi-
nary empirical study among Muslim students in uni-
versity of Tehran and developing a 60 item scale; 4)
Frist empirical study among Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim students, conducting item analysis and for-
mulation of the second preliminary version of the re-
ligiosity scale with 88 items; 5) Second preliminary
empirical study and extraction of exploratory fac-
tor analysis with 57 items, in a population consisted
of Muslims, Jews, and Christians students in Iran;
6) Final study in Iran and 11 other countries from
Asia, European, African and American continents
and extracting exploratory and confirmatory factors
with 30 items. Studying reliability indexes of items,
subscales, and the overall three-dimensional scale
showed that all subscales had acceptable alpha coef-
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ficients ranging from 0.81 (religious emotions), 0.82
(religious behaviors) to (religious belief) 0.77. Inves-
tigation of correlation coefficients of the item scores
with total score of the related subscales showed that
these indexes varied between 0.29 and 0.70. There-
fore, it could be concluded that the final 30-item scale
had a similar factor structure and psychometric prop-
erties in both the Iranian and international samples.
In order to create the final version, we added 5 items
designed to tap socially-desirable responding. The
aim of adding these items is for identifying social
desirability biase. In this subscale the total number
greater than 13 shows the responses are unreliable.
Thus, it can be used as a measure in studies on cross-
cultural differences in religiosity and additional vali-
dation can be verified.

Keywords: religiosity, scale development,

cross- cultural studies, validity, reliability.
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