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Abstract
Introduction: Although, Investigating the separated dimensions of academic dishonesty is
important to identify its causes and reduce this behavior, But researches have investigated this
behavior by a general construct. The purpose of this study was Causal explanation of the
dimensions of academic dishonesty among a group of undergraduate students at Shiraz
University. Method: Participants were 303 (YA® girls and Y boys) undergraduates at Shiraz
University (during 1397-98 academic year) who were selected using a multi-stage cluster
random sampling method. They completed the moral character scale of Khoramei & Ghaemi
(2018), self- deception of Sirvent et al. (2019), and Academic Dishonesty scales of Bashir &
Bala (2018). For analyzing the research model, structural equation modeling and Amos Y¢
software was used. Results: The results showed that the research model fits well with the data
collected. Findings showed that moral character predicted Dimensions of academic dishonesty

directly and indirectly (through self- deception). Also, the maximum variance was explained
by lying about academic assignments and the minimum variance by Cheating in Examination
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in the model. Conclusion: In general, the findings of the present study illustrate the role of
moral character and self-deception in explaining the dimensions of academic dishonesty, and
especially the dimension of lying about academic assignments.

Keywords: dimensions of academic dishonesty, moral character, self- deception.
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Y4, integrity
V. Academic Dishonesty ¢+ theory of cognitive dissonance
Y. Ethics €Y. Endorphins
Y. Active and passive €Y. Oxytocin
¢, Cheating ¢Y. Denial defense mechanism
©. Misconduct €&, social desirability
1. Deceptively £o, projection
V. Plagiarism €1, intellectualization
A, Counterproductive Academic Behavior £V, satellite
4. Unauthorized collaboration ¢A. Mystification
V+. Cheating ¢4, Collins English Dictionary
V). Cheating in Examination o+ self- conviction
VY. Plagiarism ©). confirmation bias
VY. Outside Help oY, Cognitive dissonance
V€. Prior Cheating oY, clinical mystification
Yo, Falsification °¢ not being aware of important aspects of
V1. Lying about Academic Assignments their lives
VY. Moral development °o_ inaccurate perceptions
YA, Moral character o1, distortion about one’s lifestyle
V4. Superego oY, Manipulation
Y+. Cognitive oA, Self- regard
Y. Emotional ©4. Moral conviction
YY. Behavioral 1+, Personal morality
YY. Moral identity 1Y, Situation selection
Y<. Moral elevation 1Y. Situation creation
Yo, Elevation emotions T Klein
Y1. moral disengagement 1¢. Moral Character Questionnaire
YV. Counterproductive Academic Behavior 1o, self-deception questionnaire (SDQ-12)
YA. Socially orientated human values 11, Academic Dishonesty Scale
Y4. Conformity and Tradition 1V, Cheating in Examination
v+, Personally focused values 1A, Plagiarism
¥). Hedonism, Power, and Stimulation 14, Outside Help
YY. Motivation Y+, Prior Cheating
YY. Ability VY. Falsification
v'¢. Capacity VY. Lying about Academic Assignments
Yo, Moral self- regulation VY. internal consistency indices
v, self- deception V¢, skewness
YV, justification Yo, Kkurtosis
YA, acceptability Y. social desirability
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